ON  EDUCATION

or tutor suddenly acquires meaning and comes to life,
because we ourselves have had the kind of experience to
which it related; as though suddenly a spotlight fell on the
dark background of our mind, and revealed in clear out-
line something lying latent and forgotten there. Among
the minor effects of the Great War was an entirely new
appreciation of certain aspects of those Greek writers
whose writings were coloured by the Peloponnesian War.
In all ages competent judges have recognised in Thucy-
dides the greatest of historians and one of the acutest of
human intellects. But it was after 1918 that we saw the
real meaning of much in his political analysis; such, for
instance, as

The sufferings which revolution brought on the Greek
states were many and terrible. In peace and prosperity
nations and individuals have higher standards because
they are not involved in involuntary necessities. But war,
depriving men of their easy circumstances, is a savage
teacher, and brings men's characters down to the level
of their fortunes.1

It is not that these words meant nothing to us before 1914,
but their full meaning was only revealed when we had
ourselves had a like experience.

It is easy to multiply examples. Take the passage where
Tacitus describes life in,Rome under Doniitian-

Ancient times saw the extremes of freedom; we have
been deprived by espionage of the right to exchange ideas,
to speak or to listen, and have seen the extremes of servi-
tude. We should have lost our memory itself along with
our voices, if it had been as much in our power to forget
as to hold our tongue. Now at last our spirits are re-
covering, but by the nature of human weakness remedies
work more slowly than diseases, and as our bodies grow

1 TKucydides, iu, 82.
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